
Victoria Primary Academy – Progression Towards a Written Method for Division 

Year 1 

End of Year Objective: Solve one-step problems involving division by calculating the answer using concrete objects, pictorial representations and arrays with the support 
of the teacher. In year one, children will continue to solve division problems using practical equipment and jottings. They should use the equipment to share objects and 
separate them into groups, answering questions such as 'If we share these eight apples between the four of you, how many will you each have? How do you know?' or ‘If 
six football stickers are shared between three people, how many do they each get?’ 
 

Beginning Developing Secure 

 
 

 Is beginning to solve one-step 
problems involving division, by 
calculating the answer using concrete 
objects, pictorial representations and 
arrays with the support of the teacher.  
 
 

  

 
  

 Through grouping and sharing small quantities, pupils 
begin to understand multiplication  

 Finding simple fractions of objects, numbers and 
quantities.  

 Is developing to solve one-step problems involving division, 
by calculating the answer using concrete objects, pictorial 
representations and arrays with the support of the teacher.  
 

 
 

 

 
  

 Through grouping and sharing small quantities, pupils 
begin to understand division.  

 Finding simple fractions of objects, numbers and 
quantities.  

 Can confidently solve one-step problems involving 
division, by calculating the answer using concrete 
objects, pictorial representations and arrays with the 
support of the teacher.  
 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 



Year 2 

End of Year Objective: Calculate mathematical statements for division within the multiplication tables and write them using the division (÷) and equals (=) signs. Children 
will utilise practical equipment to represent division calculations as grouping (repeated subtraction) and use jottings to support their calculation. 
 

Beginning Developing Secure 

 
 

 Begin to recall and use halving facts for 
numbers up to double 5.  

 Solve single step problems involving grouping 
and sharing by using objects.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 Recall multiplication facts for the 10 multiplication table and 

use them to derive division facts, and count in steps of 10 to 
answer questions.  

 Recall and use halving facts for numbers up to double 10 
and other significant doubles.  

 Solve simple problems involving grouping and sharing, using 
objects, pictorial representations and arrays.  
 

 
 

 

 
 Recall and use multiplication and division 

facts for the 10 multiplication table using the 
appropriate signs (×, ÷ and =). signs.  

 Begin to recall and use multiplication and 
division facts for the 2 and 5 multiplication 
tables  

 Begin to solve simple problems involving 
division.  

 Make connections between multiplication 
and division by 2 and doubling and halving 
and use these to reason about problems and 
calculations.  
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Year 3 

End of Year Objective: Write and calculate mathematical statements for division using the multiplication tables that they know, including for two-digit numbers divided 
by one-digit numbers, progressing to formal written methods.  
 

Beginning Developing Secure 
 

 


 To begin to learn and use multiplication and division 

facts for the 3, 4 and 8 multiplication tables.  
 To derive related facts  
 Pupils begin to develop reliable written methods for 

division.  
 Pupils solve simple problems in contexts  
 Pupils begin to solve problems, including missing 

number problems, involving division.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 Recall and use multiplication and division facts for the 3, 

4 and 8 multiplication tables.  
 Write and calculate mathematical statements for 

multiplication and division using the multiplication tables 
that they know, including for two-digit numbers times one-
digit numbers, using mental and progressing to formal 
written methods (number line)  

 Pupils begin to develop reliable written methods for 
division, starting with calculations of two-digit numbers by 
one-digit numbers and progressing to the formal written 
methods of short multiplication and division.  

 Pupils begin to solve problems, including missing number 
problems, involving division, including positive integer 
scaling problems and correspondence problems in which n 
objects are connected to objects.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 Pupils develop reliable written methods 

for multiplication and division, starting 
with calculations of two-digit numbers by 
one-digit numbers and progressing to the 
formal written methods of short division.  

 Write and calculate mathematical 
statements for multiplication and division 
using the multiplication tables that they 
know, including for two-digit numbers 
times one-digit numbers, using mental 
and progressing to formal written 
methods (number line)  

 Pupils confidently to solve simple 
problems in contexts, deciding which of 
the four operations to use and why. 
These include measuring and scaling 
contexts, and correspondence problems 
in which m objects are connected to n 
objects (for example, 3 hats and 4 coats, 
how many different outfits?; 12 sweets 
shared equally between 4 children; 4 
cakes shared equally between 8 children).  

 Pupils solve problems, including missing 
number problems, involving division, 
including positive integer scaling 
problems and correspondence problems 
in which n objects are connected to 
objects.  
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Year 4 

End of Year Objective: Divide numbers up to 3 digits by a one-digit number using the formal written method of short division and interpret remainders appropriately for 
the context.  
 

Beginning Developing Secure 
 

 


 Is beginning to learn multiplication and division facts 

for most of the multiplication tables up to 12 × 12  
 Is becoming more confident at using place value, 

known and derived facts to divide mentally  
 Uses grouping and sharing to solve division.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 Can recall multiplication and division facts for 

most of the multiplication tables up to 12 × 12  
 Is becoming more confident at using place value, 

known and derived facts to multiply and divide 
mentally, including dividing by 1  

 Become increasingly fluent in the formal written 
method of short short division with exact answers  
 

 

 
 Can confidently recall multiplication and division 

facts for multiplication tables up to 12 × 12  
 Continue to practise recalling and using 

multiplication tables and related division facts to aid 
fluency.  

 Become increasingly fluent in the formal written 
method of short division with exact answers  
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Year 5 

End of Year Objective: Divide numbers up to 4 digits by a one-digit number using the formal written method of short division and interpret remainders appropriately for 
the context. 
 

Beginning Developing Secure 
 

 


 Divide 2 digit numbers by a one-digit number using 

the formal written method of short division and 
interpret remainders appropriately for the context  

 Divide numbers mentally drawing upon known facts  
 Divide whole numbers and those involving decimals 

by 10.  
 
 

 


 Divide numbers up to 3 digits by a one-digit number 

using the formal written method of short division and 
interpret remainders appropriately for the context  

 Divide numbers mentally drawing upon known facts  
 Divide whole numbers and those involving decimals 

by 10 and 100  
 

 
 Divide numbers up to 4 digits by a one-digit number 

using the formal written method of short division and 
interpret remainders appropriately for the context  

 Pupils interpret non-integer answers to division by 
expressing results in different ways according to the 
context, including with remainders, as fractions, as 
decimals or by rounding (for example, 98 ÷ 4 = 98/4 = 
24 r 2 = 24 1/2 = 24.5 ≈ 25).  

 Children apply all the multiplication tables and 
related division facts frequently, commit them to 
memory and use them confidently to make larger 
calculations.  

 Divide whole numbers and those involving decimals 
by 10, 100 and 1000  
 

 

                               
 
 



 
 
 
 

             



 
Short division  
This formal method is efficient only where the divisor is less than 10 as it requires more mental arithmetic but less written work.  

 

          
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 6  

End of Year Objective: Divide numbers up to 4 digits by a two-digit number using the formal written method of short division where appropriate, interpreting remainders 
according to the context. Use written division methods in cases where the answer has up to two decimal places. By the end of year 6pupils should be fluent in written 
methods for all four operations, including long division. 
 

Beginning  Developing Secure 
 

 
 Divide numbers up to 3 digits by a one-digit 

number using the formal written method of short 
division and interpret remainders appropriately for 
the context  

 Divide numbers mentally drawing upon known 
facts  
 
Divide whole numbers and those involving decimals 
by 10 and 100  

 
 


 Divide numbers up to 4 digits by a one-digit number 

using the formal written method of short division and 
interpret remainders appropriately for the context  

 Pupils interpret non-integer answers to division by 
expressing results in different ways according to the 
context, including with remainders, as fractions, as 
decimals or by rounding (for example, 98 ÷ 4 = 98/4 = 
24 r 2 = 24 1/2 = 24.5 ≈ 25).  

 Children apply all the multiplication tables and 
related division facts frequently, commit them to 
memory and use them confidently to make larger 
calculations.  

 Divide whole numbers and those involving decimals 
by 10, 100 and 1000  
 


 Use understanding of place value to divide whole 

numbers and decimals with up to 3 decimal places by 
10, 100 and 1000.  

 Divide numbers mentally, drawing upon 
multiplication facts, including with mixed operations 
and large numbers.  

 Fluently divide numbers with up to 4 digits by a 1-
digit number using the formal written method.  

 Use long division with 2-digit divisors.  
 Interpret remainders according to the context.  

 

 

                           
 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 


